SFARCHORA
CHOSTIROMANRDAD
SK 7881263
GOADBYWMARWOOD

Field Survey
R eport

May 2026

Part of the Friends of Goadby Marwood Village Hall
Heritage Discovery Weekend
Saturday 23rd & Sunday 24th May 2026
In Collaboration with The Roman Roads Research Association
At Goadby Marwood in Leicestershire

\,\ade possible W/'bg V /
" s1EL,
DETECTIVES 4
) o /

Heritage







CONTENTS

Foreword  -Jen MacGregor
Preface
Related Historic Landscape Study Reports
Field Survey Methodology
Field Survey Overview Map
Metal Detecting Mentoring & Coaching Sessions
Geoff Kimbell s Lidar |1 mages
Al bert Hill 6s Magnetometry Survey
Field Survey Finds Location Map and Finds Log
Finds from the Field
Detectives in the Field
The Field Detectives
Summary
What happens Next?

Contact Details

$1EL,
| DETECTIVES

D

Re s L



The Search for a Ghostly Roman Road at Goadby Marwood, LeicestEislur8urvey Report SK 783 263

Foreword

On Saturday 23rd & Sunday 24th May 2026, the Friends of Goadby Marwood Village Hall, working in partnership
with The Field Detectives, The Roman Road Research Association and Goadby Marwood History Group, were
delighted to host a unique community heritage event in the heart of our village.

Supported through a generous grant from The National Lottery Heritage Fund, the event formed part of a wider
programme of activities linked to the ambitious project to extend and renovate our Grade Il listed village hall.
Alongside improving an important community building, the project also seeks to celebrate and better understand
the rich history and heritage of Goadby Marwood and its surrounding landscape.

For many years there has been considerable interest in the mysterious Roman settlement known to have existed
within the village. Historical evidence, including an early tithe map, has suggested that the original route into
Goadby Marwood may once have followed a different course from the-gaggead. This intriguing possibility

raised an exciting question: could traces of an earlied neadhaps even a Roman rdastill survive beneath the
paddocks at the centre of the village?

To help investigate these questions, visitors had the opportunity to withess and participate-éageaitting
archaeological techniques, including detailed magnetometry surveys designed to detect hidden features beneath
ground without excavation.

Across the weekend, residents and visitors alike were also invited to try their hand at metal detecting, searching t
fields for potential Roman artefacts and gaininghfinsti experience of the methods used by professional
archaeologists and heritage researchers. Throughout the event, experts from The Field Detectives and The Rom:
Road Research Association generously shared their knowledge, offering guidance and interpretation.

The weekend was not only an exploration of local history but also a celebration of community spirit. Families, loce
residents and visitors of all ages came together to learn about archaeology in an engaging and accessible way.
Children in particular embraced the detecsityde activities with enthusiasm, uncovering clues from the past whilst
developing an appreciation for local heritage and scientific investigation.

At |l unchtime each day, participants were invited t
picnic with sandwiches, cake, tea, coffee and soft drinks. The lunch break provided a welcome opportunity for
resident s, visitors and volunteers to relax togeth

stories in a friendly and informal atmosphere.

The event proved to be a memorable blend ¢
discovery, education and community
engagement. Most importantly, it demonstra

the tremendous value of bringing people =
together to explore and celebrate the hidden
history beneath our feet.

We hope that this report captures not only th:
activities and findings of the weekend, but al¢ &
the enthusiasm, curiosity and sense of share b
purpose that made the event such a succes
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Albert pointing the way and Jen getting ready to follow with the
magnetometry trolley
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Preface

The Field Detectives' $8ar plan 2020030 features a hypothesis that a RonBaitish trackway once ran from
Water Newton via Great Casterton, Thistleton & Goadby Marwood, which effectively connected the ironstone
mining operations with the transport and communication routes of Ermin Street, the Salt Way and the Fosse Way

To better understand the RomaRBdtish settlement at Goadby Marwood and its apparently significant landscape
location at the crossroads of the abueationed trackways, The Field Detectives were kindly invited to carry out a
historic landscape study in the grounds of Goadby Marwood Hall in 2017.

The report detailing our findings can be found on our website at wHieldietectives.com

As we know, not all roads lead to Rome, and our work at Goadby Marwood has taken us down some fascinating
investigation avenues.

The Eli Coy Romano British Coin Collection
A discovery made at the end of a talk in the nearby village of Eastwell rewrote the Goadby Marwood
Roman Coin Hoard timelinea f abul ous col |l aborationé

The Flying Hulls & Bokbs Crew of 1942
The mystery of an air crash in the Goadby Hall ground in 1946 brought the amazing story of Wing
Commander George Laurence Bazett Hull DFC back fotifa e t r easure of peopl

The Search for the Crash Site of Avro Lancaster MK | R 5694-EM
The treasure of bringing people together through a wreckagei cd jossm on the hill, a medal for
pigeons and a poignant moment with the daught

The Search for the Crash Site of Avro Lancaster MK | R 5695 EM
Lost without a trace as recorded by the RAF, found by the Luftwaffe records. A beautiful story of
people coming together from acrossthewdteo ss and | oveé

The New Meadow Investigation
A rare opportunity to interrogate a field overlooking the ancient RoBréish site of Goadby Marwood.
As the archaeologist Peter Liddle once wrote, 'Further work may well show the full extent of the site.'

It is that last quote from Peter that brings us to the field survey tha
forms the body of this report. Ever since The Field Detectives arri
Goadby Marwood back in 2017, The Goadby Marwood History Gr
has played a significant role in every one of the investigations we
carried out in and around the village.

This time we would be joined by the expertise of Albert Hills and hi®
magnetometry cart, courtesy of the Roman Roads Research Assof ™

Our missioni to find a ghostly Roman rodadand we have two days t
prove its existence. Thankfully, we have an army of volunteers, yo
and old, to help us, enthused by the mystery of discovering a new
the history of Goadby Marwood.

This report details our findings.

The Field Detectives
2026

A Field Detective captured mentoring an
enthusiastic volunteer.
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Related Historic Landscape Study Reports

Metal detecting is something tlaaiyonds lawfully entitled to do. However, you cannot trespass to do it. YOI':J need
- permission from the landownéihe best practice is to ensure that the Portable Antiquities Scheme ("PAS") Code
§of Practice for Responsible Metal Detecting in England and Wales (2017) ("Code of Practice") is followed:

Portable The Portable Antiquities Scheme (PAS) is a voluntary programme run by the United
Antiq [11tles  Kingdom government to record the increasing numbers of small finds of archaeological
Scheme interest found by members of the public. The scheme started in 1997 and now covers
most of England and Wales. Finds are publishatat://finds.org.uk
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Field Survey Methodology

The Field Detectives are a group of enthusiasts who share a common interest in local history. Since 1999, the grc
has sought the permission of local farmers and landowners to explore their fields for evidence of past historic
activity using field walking, metal detecting and, where feasible, limited geophysical survey methods.

The field was initially visited to determine by surface inspection whether it would be suitable for metal detecting
and to note any interesting landscape features such as humps, mounds, hollows, ponds, ditches, areas of differel
coloured soil, etc. A field survey map was created by downloading an aerial image of the field from Google Earth
and superimposing graph paper over the field image.

One copy of this was taken into the field on the field survey clipboard. In the field, grid areas were marked out in
advance of each field survey visit (20 x 20 metre grid sections, marked with canes featuring coloured tape), utilisi
both the online Google Earth metric measurement resource and the physitatape and stride method. The

grid areas were transposed onto the field survey map, and the location of the finds recorded on the map as they v
found.

The finds were bagged, and their locations notesiterthe finds were later cleaned and identified, the
identification and location find number being written on the relevant finds identification card enclosed within the
bag/coin envelope. Photographs of the grid area and the finds recovered weresitééewitnfurther

photographs taken after cleaning if necessary.

Field Survey Overview Map
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MD Mentoring & Coaching Sessions
The Ghostly Roman Trackway Investigation

Saturday 23rd May & Sunday 24th May 2026

The mentoring metal detecting sessions that took place during the Goadby Marwood Heritage Discovery Weeken
on Saturday 23rd and Sunday 24th May 2026 were informed by the horror, anger and frustration following the
plundering activities of two illegal metal detectorists on the fields around the Nottinghamshire village of Owthorpe
in 2025 and 2026.

These coaching sessions were the first trial of an activity created in collaboration with Samworth Farms, Newfield
Farm and the Leicestershire and Rutland Heritage Crime Team. The purpose was to engage the curiosity of the I
community through the vehicle of a historic | andsc
experiential |l earning activity built around archae
via a mentementorframework of delivery. It proved to be a fun way to learn for both young and old alike. The
sessions will be reviewed with the collaborative partners to see if we can improve on the delivery vehicle and to
reflect on the effectiveness of the dédmetal detecti

You must secure explicit landowner permission before you begin, strictly avoiding legally protected sites
(Scheduled Monuments, Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), and protected archaeological sites) and
leaving no trace of your activity on the land. In the UK, every piece of land has an owner, even public
beaches or parks, and it is a criminal offence to detect without consent.

The field to be surveyed will be flagged out into 20 x 20 metre grid sections. Following an introduction to the dos
and dondéts of responsible metal detecting, each gr
who will mentor a grid search volunteer. The metal detectorist will sweep the grid section one way while explainin
how the machine and the search process work, and then once the grid section has been completed, the grid seatr
volunteer takes control of the machine and surveys the grid section in another sweep direction.

A volunteer search assistant, if available, can use a metal detecting handheld pinpointer to locate any small finds
that are proving difficult to locate.

Search volunteers will act as grid artefact recorders, placing markers in the ground as and when artefacts are fou
They will then summon the finds logging officer to ensure that the find location is recorded. It is also the search
volunteer's responsibility to inform the finds logging officer once a search grid section has been completed and
where the next grid section search is taking place.



